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“If it's worth doing

at all — it's worth

doing well”

Irelands most experienced hire cruiser firm offers you
* Modern fully equipped inboard cruisers, smooth, silent and steering

to a hair.
More room per crew member—separate toilets for all cabins on the
bigger boats. Plenty of deck space in sunshine : plenty of lounge room in
wet weather.
Organised transport and free travel to and from bus stop.

Full instruction, plenty of charts and written instructions about service,
travel hints and places to eat and drink.
A hearty Irish welcome with drinks “on the house”.

Covered jetty with direct access from our reception hall ensures you go
dry aboard no matter what the weather (but it seldom rains at Lowtown).

Clear clean unpolluted water (That is not our virtue — it just happens !).
And wide canal.
Only 17 locks in 60 miles — plus friendly lock-keepers.

Choice of Grand Canal, Shannon or Barrow cruising from our base at
Lowtown Haven — hub of the Irish Waterways.
Bookings at nearly 50% repeats in 1970 speak for themselves.
We'd like to meet you in 1971, so please write for a free brochure pack
to:

JOY LINE CRUISERS
18 Berkeley Street, Dublin 7.

Phone Dublin 301511 Weekdays or 302310 Sunday and Monday

Inland Waterways Asso

London and Sout

Patrons: Dam

Branch Chairman:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Editors:
Social Secretary:
Press Secretary: Der
Commercial Representativ
Action Group: RK
Lee & Stort: Nor:
Basingstoke: Bar:
Chelmer € Stour:
Medway:
Oxford:
Wey:
Thames:
Middle Grand Union:
Lower Grand Union:
Kennet & Avon:
Other Member of the Comm:
Honorary Committee Membe:

Membership Secretary:
Working Party Organiser:
Action Group: JE
Advertisement manager fo:
Dispatch and Circulation
Branch Sales Officer: D:
Branch Slide Librarian:
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THE INLAND WATERWAYS ASSC
General Office: 114 Rege
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WHAT'S ON - WHAT'S GONE
WINTER MEETINGS

OCTOBER 21st
David Hutchings brought us the latest news
from the Upper Avon - the building of
Stratford Lock, despite some interference
by the river. His unquenchable enthusiasm
and drive never cease to amaze and it is
sincerely to be hoped that the project does
not fail from lack of finance.
One disturbing conclusion I took away from
the evening was the continuing obstruction
caused by all the authorities involved.
Only a David Hutchings could have overcome
the obstacles raised by the River Authority,
including requiring the lowering of the
water level as much as six feet. Local
corporations have been anything but help-
ful, despite the benefits that they will
enjoy, and the contributions of the County
Councils have been derisory. One's faith
is thankfully restored by the Government's
£10,000 contribution.
The physical obstacles of restoring a
defunct navigation are not easy, either,
but given the money there is not much doubt
that 'Mr 'Utchings', his workers and help-
ers will succeed.

FUTURE MEETINGS

December 15th ; Christmas Meeting,
entrance 50p. Musical entertainment and
refreshments to sustain you until the
winners of the Competition are announced.
At 'The Albert', Victoria Street,
London S W 1, 7:70 p.m:
January 20th - continental waterways.
The March 16th meeting will be in the form
of a Slide Competition, on a Waterways
theme, open to all members. It is hoped
that the best entries will be shown on
screen during the evening. Full details
on how to enter will be given in the
February 'Windlass', but this advance
notice should enable members to book the
date, and to prepare their entries.
WORKING PARTIES
Winter Campaign. It is planned to have
volunteers working on the Wilmcote end of
the Southern Stratford Canal every weekend.
Details from Graham Palmer 01;346 4949.
March 24/25th ; Please keep this date free
for the biggest working party of all time.

Read Navvies Notebook

It is with great sadness that we hear
of the death of Sir Alan Herbert C.H.
President of the IWA for the past 20
years. He will be known to many as
the author of that charming book
'The Water Gypsies', into which he
wrote his memories of a trip up the
Grand Union.
The Thames was his first love. He
kept a cruiser on the River for many
years and once swam from Waterloo to
London Bridge. He will be missed by
all members, but especially those in

“the London area.

OBITUARY
Sadly, we have to report the death of
Mrs Iris Segal, a member of this branch
for many years before she moved to Stoke
Bruerne in 1969. The S.E. Midlands
Branch has opened a memorial fund, which
will be disposed of at Mr Segal's discre-
tion. All contributions to Rev. R D
Howe, the Vicarage, Pottersbury, Towcester
Northants.

WINDLASS
If all goes according to plan, this issue
will be larger than any in the past year.
I know this will please many members who
complain that there is little in the
branch journal, but it has meant scraping
around for enough material.
We hope to produce more of these bigger
issues, but would like to be able to
count on some help from a member who can
string a few sentences together and who
could help to prepare the occasional
'special' issue we are planning.
If you would like the job of 'Features
Editor', please write to me as soon as
possible. Colin Isaacson.

Oxford University Canal Soziety welcomes
new members - the secretary is Suzanna
Smith, Somerville College, Oxford.

IWA NATIONAL RALLY 197
The 1972 IWA National
on the Bridgwater Cana
of the August Bank Hol
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be briefly explained. A selection from
the collection, now numbering about 650,
may be borrowed by any member, without
charge. A list of the slides is avail-
able. The library is of particular
service to those members who valiantly
give lectures on behalf of the waterways
cause. Any member who feels he may have Ian more in the fut i 7a talent for lecturing should not be put surplus to their 楊義。 =a
ss

Last month we mentioned letters written
by Charles Hadfield to the national press.
Below is the text. -

off, therefore, by a lack of slides.
During the last twelve months alone
slides were borrowed for lectures on
24 separate occasions. The kindness of
our photographic members in donating
slides in the pasthas been most welcome,
and it is to be hoped others will send

Financial Times + 15.9.71

Sir - Mr Norton (September 13) thinks railways could be more used to relieve our roads.
I think the same of waterways. But there is an essential prerequisite of a sensible
transport policy: that the case for the construction of a new road or a major improve-
ment to an old one should have to be made in the same way as for rail and waterway
construction.
One way would be to set up a National Road Board which, in arguing each road improve-
ment, would have to show that, taken alone, it would yield enough additional revenue to
ray interest at the market rate on its cost - as British Rail and British Waterways have
to do in their submissions. At present the Department of the Environment in the end
makes the road case to itself and uses different criteria when giving itself the
answer.
Another would be for the State to pay the track construction and maintenance costs of
road, railway and waterway alike, so that all three can be judged on the same basis of
traffic offering and the social cost of not providing them. Waterways are in this
position, for instance in the U.S. and the Netherlands. There they are water-roads,
toll-free, provided when the need for them has been shown on transport grounds. As a
result they carry very considerable traffic: some 20 per cent of heavy goods movements
in the U.S., much more in the Netherlands.
Until rail, waterway and road transport proposals are judged on a common basis, we shall
continue increasingly to suffer from crowded roads.
Charles Hadfield, Silver Street House, South Cerney, Cirencester.

Lines = 179.71
MODERN CANALS
Sir - The Rotherham Area Development Council and those others who seek to develcp inland
water transport have an uphill but not an impossible task.
The image of canal transport in Britain is of a painted narrow boat carrying 25 tons
puttering picturesquely along a tree lined cut; on the Continent it is of a 1 5250
standard barge, cr of a push-tug behind lighters carrying 1 ,000 tons or more, equipped
for fast running and working on waterways as modern as motorways in their engineering.
That is why new waterways are being built, and old ones re-built in France, Belgium,
the Netherlands and Germany.
We now have not only the sensible arguments Mr Donald Oag uses about the Sheffield and
South Yorkshire Navigation in Ronald Faux's article (September 10): we are given an
entirely new one by barge-carrying ship - the LASH (Lighter Aboard Ship) vessels already
in use, the Seabees to follow, and by the smaller vessel planned by the British Water-
ways Board. It is not now just a question of a barge from Rotherham to load overside
at Hull; but of a barge from Rotherham running straight to the Rhine, Scandinavia Or,
were LASH ships to use the Humber, the Mississippi. LASH lighters now move without
transhipment or cargo from inland America to inland Germany; they or others can run
to Yorkshire.
The first requirement is a change in informed opinion, from thinking canals anachron-
istic to thinking them very modern. The second is that the need for them should be
assessed as is the need for roads, on the traffic offering and the social cost of not
providing them. At present waterway expenditure is assessed on whether the capital spent
on a particular project will earn its own market rate of interest. Roads are not so
costed or approved.
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Ladylin
Invites you to view the largest

o

name In
selection of new and used boats oand enginesin the country at :— boati ng

Betton Road,
<«— Market Drayton, Shropshire.

Tel: 3101/3102/2267.

Blue Line Marina,
Braunston, Nr. Rugby, Warwickshire. —>

Tel: Braunston (Northants) 325/216

Barbridge, Nr. Nantwich, Cheshire.
Tel: Wettenhall 682.

Hanbury Marina,
Hanbury Road, Nr. Droitwich,

Worcestershire.>
Tel: Droitwich. 3002.

Distributors of:—Norman, Dawncraft, Nauticus, Burland, Dolphin, Fairline, Ormelite,
Shetland, Dejon, Cougar, Sea Hawk, Glastron, Fletcher, Shakespeare, Tepco, With, Fibro-
cell, etc. Mercedes Benz, Watermota, Mangoletsi, Chrysler, Johnson, Mercury, Crescent,
Seagull, Sea Bee.

The Boat Showrooms EX
of Great Britain=

ルトDY Uん

THI
FOR

Hanbury Marina,
Betton Road, Ma:
Blue Line Marina,
Barbridge, Nantw
Lymm Marina, W:

Mountsorrel Mari:
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continued from page 5
that it is done. If volunteer help from
the IWA will help, then it should be offer-
ed.

I see little sign that my last suggestion
to write a letter was taken up by anybody,
but can I appeal again to IWA members to
write to the Manchester Ship Canal Co,
Bridgewater Canal Co, BWB, your MP, the
Minister of the Environment, etc, pleading
for the Bridgewater Canal to be repaired.
Whether your sympathies lie with commercial
or pleasure uses, you must agree that, it
is essential to restore this vital link.

A REGIONAL STRATEGY FOR WATER RECREATION
The Eastern Sports Council have recently
published the above report, which, as
the title implies, sets out a strategy
for the recreational use of water resour-
ces within the Eastern Region of England.
Most of this area is within the boundaries
of the South Eastern Branch of the IWA
and therefore many of the policies and
suggestions are of vital interest to the
branch.
The report does, of course, cover a wider
field than that of direct concern of the
Branch; it reports and recommends on
the future use not only of rivers and
canals but also tidal estuaries, lakes and
wet gravel pits. It deals not only with
boating of all kinds but also anglers,
water skiers, sub aqua as well as natural-
ists. Whilst all these subjects are of
interest to the Branch in assessing the
picture as a whole it is of course only
deeply interested in the sections dealing
with inland navigations, of which many
exist in the area.
In this respect the report is somewhat
like the curates egg - good in parts. The
good parts are where the restoration of
various derelict navigations are suggested
and improvements to facilities on those
already being used. Restoration in whole
or in part is suggested for the Lark, Ivel,
Waveney, the Ouse to Bedford, Well Creek,
Little Ouse, North Walsham Canal and the
revitalisation of navigation through the
Middle Level. Marinas are suggested for
boats to provide moorings off the Grand
Union Canal and on the Broads and genera-
lly it is suggested that disused gravel
pits should be converted for this purpose,
where they are next to navigable waterways.
A quite revolutionary idea and one which
should be given the strongest possible
support by the Branch is the suggestion
that a completely new canal should be
built to link the Little Ouse and the Wav-
eney. This would only be a few miles long

8

but with the restoration of both these
derelict navigations would result in there
being for the first time a direct link
between the Broads and the Fens. This
would permit boats from the Broads to nav-
igate direct on inland waterways. This
suggestion is already bitterly opposed
by anglers but their sectional interest
should not be permitted to stop a proposal
which would benefit all persons who use
boats, no matter what size.
Points about specific waterways also of
interest are as follows:

Chelmer & Blackwater Navigation This is
dismissedin the following statement
"This is an operational canal and the
present recreational use is limited to
angling and small boating (mainly canoes).
There is both need and scope to expand
this leisure use." These points are pre-
cisely those which have been put forward
by the Branch for over 15 years in unsuc-

“cessful discussions with the Navigation
Company. Nevertheless the Branch Comm-
ittee remains prepared to assist in form-
ulating a more positive policy. The fact
that the caml is used by commercial
barges is no impediment to increased
recreational use and indeed in many ways
complementary.

River Stour The new boat rollers at the
barrage at Brantham, campaigned for
jointly by the River Stour Trust and the
IWA, are referred to, as are the proposed
boat rollers on the upper sections. The
report is however quite clearly based on
that of the Dedham Study which deals with
boating interests in a rather amateur
way and like it, is obsessed with the
provision of hire row boat stations rath-
er than the proper restoration of navig-
ation.
River Gipping It is suggested that this
former navigation should be improved by
deepening and dredging but no suggestions
are made to restore navigation which is
a pity as the lock chambers are mostly in
quite good condition and some local int-
erest exists.
Grand Union It is pointed out in the
report that the existence of this water-
way enhances and increases leisure facil-
ities for the urban population of Watford,
Hemel Hempstead etc and, as already ref-
erred to, says there is a need to improve
off-canal moornings, and mentions that
British waterways are currently investig-
ating the best sitings of such facilities.
Lee & Stort The report points out that
additional recreational facilities are
being provided by the Lee Valley Recreat-
ional Park on the lower section of the Lee
and says that the Stort is capable of
further recreational development. A point
on which the Branch has always agreed.
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The Broads The suggestio
there is need for a recre
plan for the whole of Bro
this should make provisio
of new Broads. I would no
Total numbers of craft ne
lled and more off-river m
be provided. A more cont
tion, although it has my
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all houseboats.
As must be accepted in a
size comments for differe
always covered in the sam
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for the Essex area sketch
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in larger craft could int
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RIVER WEY

In September 1968 freak w
deposited five inches of _
within the catchment area
Wey and Mole, and resulte
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lies with the Thames Conservancy, and
since the great flood they have been
drawing up plans for flood control sche-
mes for both rivers. These schemes
have now been made public, and received
Ministerial approval. The scheme for the
River Wey has been estimated at £1.7
million, exclusive of land acquisition
and landscaping. The proposed major
structural works are shown in the three
diagrams below.

Because of the greater number of propert-
ies involved, the River Mole scheme has
been given priority, and is likely to
start soon. It is not envisaged that
the River Wey scheme will commence until
1975, for completion in 1979. The
Thames Conservancy will shortly be going
ahead with detailed planning, but the
National Trust, who own the Navigation,
will need to give their consent to any
changes. We maintain a close liaison
with the National Trust, and will be kept
informed of the proposals. Although the

Banks to be removed and river dredged
from Stoke Lockto Burpham Road Weir

Stoke Lock rebuilt

New bridge

—— Existing river

000000 Earth bank

Mitre gates

Existing sluice removed
New sluice gates

EEEEE Proposedwidening

me Existing riverfilled in

necessity for some flood control works is
recognised, it seems unlikely that they
will agree to anything that will severely
damage the environment of the river or
its surrounds.
Nevertheless the proposals give rise to
apprehension in some quarters, which
appears to be well founded, and there has
been a lot of publicity lately in the
Guildford area concerning the likely det-
rimental effects of the scheme. The foll-
owing points appear to be of particular
concern:-
1) The proposal to widen the river to 70 -
feet between banks from Shalford to the
A.3. road bridge, with sheet piling at
the edges, instead of grassy banks.
2) During dry weather the flow would be
slower because of the widening, although
navigational depths would be retained.
3) The change in the ecology of the
river through Guildford, including loss of
fish, due to piling of the banks and con-
crete or brick hardcore bed that would be
laid down.
4) The mitre gates in the area of the
Rowing Club, which would be particularly
noticeable as they would stand out well
above bank height; and the earth banks
that would need to run across the mead-
ows would also be obtrusive.
5) The danger that if the river were
widened in the narrow stretch below
Bridge Street and Woodbridge Road, the
towpath could be lost.
6) The possible loss of many of the trees
on the river banks consequent upon the
river widening. It is doubted whether
the Thames Conservancy has power to comp-
ulsorily acquire land for planting and
landscaping.

7) The loss of 25 or 30 feet of Millmead
opposite Plummers' store for the widening
of the river.
8) The covering of the banks below the
A.3. bridge, not with sheet pine, but
with chalk or concrete at an incline,
backed by a levee bank - in all 110 feet
wide.
It is possible that similar points are
relevant in other places down the river.
Whilst it is recognised that the Thames
Conservancy have a duty to alleviate
flooding, it is being questioned locally
whether the large cost (which is likely
to increase, of course, befcre 1979) and
the serious impact that the present
scheme will have on the river environment,
is altogether justified in view of the
fact that the odds against such a bad
flood as 1968 within a century are very
high, and the more probable interval of
recurrence is some 500 years. The
question being asked is whether the Tha-
mes Conservancy are not over-reacting to

o

the danger, and possibl
of the character of the
of local members would
When the detailed drawi
some fears may be unfou
certainly an opportunit
real improvements in an
imagination were to be
proper mooring pool in
Plummers in Guildford w
asset, as would a satis
point at the head of na
Godalming.

BWB WATERWAYS GUIDES
The first of the four n
waterways, covering the
has recently been publi
Nicholson Publications.
will replace the 16 boo
published by BWB: the
land and Wales) will be
ning of the 1972 'cruis

The new guides are aime
cruising the waterways,
anglers, walkers and th
the canal environment a
cheology. They include
towns, waterside. pubs a
camping and caravan fac
yards, and contain phot
line illustrations' and
Cost is 75p each or 85p

CONCESSIONARY WATERWAYS
"The Board inherited a
ct of licence fees and
which were disconnected
physical condition in a
difficult.

"The question of conces
recent months in the 1i
incurred by the Board t
future arrangements for
Waterway

Lancaster Canal
Monmouthshire & Brecon
Ripon Canal
Chesterfield Canal
Kennet & Avon Canal:

"Cruising Lengths"
"Remainder Lengths"

Bridgwater & Taunton
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REGIONAL ACTIVITIES

Seventy one people turned up to the inaug-
ural meeting of the Oxford group of our
Branch. They included the I&SE Branch
Chairman, Secretary and local represent-
ative, Hugh Compton, members of the 00C⑧ ,
the programmer from BBC Radio Oxford and
a representative from the 'Oxford Mail'.
The meeting, presided over by Ald. Percy
Bromley (Oxford City Council's Thames
Conservator), unanimously voted to form
a group. A steering committee was elected,
with the following members: Mr Taphouse,
(Chairman of Oxford Magistrates) , K Church
(Hon. Sec), Mr Lucas, Rr Adm. Leslie and
Mr Potter of the OUCS. Further information
can be obtained from the Secretary at 33%
Adderbury Road, Iffley, Oxford; Oxford
79461. :

Dear Sir nd Madam,

SUSSEX SCENE
Perhaps contrary to popular belief not
only are there navigable waterways in
Sussex but there are working locks as well.
The Schooner Inn, Southwick, near Brigh-
ton (on the A 259), overlooks one of them,
and it is here that a company of canal
enthusiasts meets every second Wednesday
in the month at 7.30 p.m.
There are no rules, no officials, no comm-
ittees, and no minute books, and nobody
is pressurised into joining anything.
Under the leadership of John and Kit Han-
kinson each evening is a relaxed, informal,
friendly gathering of like-minded souls,
and we would be delighted to see you there.
For more information write to J. Hankinson
2 The Cedars, Uckfield, Sussex.

Gordon Webb.

40 Upton Close
Henley on Thames

In Towpath Topics (No 96 July) and Derek Clements' letter (No 97 September) the problem
of the 'silent' members content to sit in the background, playing the role of spectator
etc, is mentioned.
my own experiences?
I arrived at a film show late and sat down.

May I, as one of their number make some sort of reply, founded on

During the interval we were given coffee.
The chap next to me was on his own and obviously did not know anyone else - neither
did 工 。 Eventually I plucked up courage and chatted to him. On our way to the station
after the meeting I found out that he was one of the local councillors. - another opp-
ortunity missed because nobody bothered to talk to us.
On another occasion in another town I went to a group for the first time and was again
left to my own devices. I started to talk to a fellow near me and, just my luck, he
was not a regular and he did not really know anybody. All during the interval, however,
there was a group of people quite close - obviously the 'in crowd' , Swapping yarns and
laughing like sacks. I went home that night wondering if it was all worth it!
I am sure the regulars are a great crowd, once you get to know them - but how do you do
that if no one bothers to make the effort to make you feel welcome? and perhaps do a
bit of introducing.

blame him?

After all, canal enthusiasts do not just happen, they are made.
If treated with indifference the 'new boy' is not going to bother again.
take his ideals home, get his journal every now ad then and leave it at that. Can you

Chatting up the public at shows etc is all very well but it is the follow up at club and
branch meetings that keeps them coming and gives them the chance to find their feet
and, eventually, to become involved. No amount of re-organising will get over the
problem of the established members not doing their bit. It is in the interests of both
old and new members that we make a conscious effort to bridge this gap.
Finally, with reference to Mr Dixon's letter
trailer-sailer is the new approach to commercial carrying he is seeking.

(No 97 September) perhaps the Dalescraft
It looks as ifit would make an excellent short haul boat - a sort of waterways lorry, especially withits weatherproof cab.

Yours faithfully,
G C Warren.

12
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area, prepared to serv:
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Jaint Line Cruisers
LA MONTAGNE - LA COLLANCELLE,

58 - CORBIGNY, FRANCE

4 & 6 Berth Luxury Cruisers for Hire
on the French Rivers and Canals

% Continuous Hot and Cold Water
% Navigation Charts
Y» Flush Toilets
À Transistor Radios |
ЖЖ Hot Showers i
À Economical Diesel Engines

WHY NOT COMBINE A CONTINENTAL HOLIDAY WITH A HOLIDAY
AFLOAT? WRITE NOW FOR 44 PAGE COLOUR BROCHURE

Please mention WINDLASS when replying to advertisements

NANTWICH PLEASURE CRAFT
BASIN END . NANTWICH # CHESHIRE

New Fleet of 4-8 berth Steel Hulled Canal Cruisers
E ド *Showers *Refrigerators

eaturin
= *Deisel Engines *Excellent kitchen layout

Write for Brochure; Simolda Ltd. Martin Street, Crewe. Cheshire
| Tel: Crewe 57411-3 lines.

Capacity length 22 ft.- =

boat” trailers =~;
Model 14/800 KD
Capacity weight 800 Ibs.
Capacity length 14 ft.

Available from 200 Ibs. to
36 cwt. capacity, for boats
from 10 ft. to 28 ft. in length.
Write for our fully illustrated
folders giving details of all
models.

pa

LEW-WAYS LTD.
Watling Street, Cannock,
Staffs.
Telephone: Brownhills 2565
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